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Minami numaebi lives in calm freshwater places such as slow river edges, ponds, and water channels near rice fields. With

tiny front claws, it picks at plant leaves and stones, grazing on soft algae and fine organic matter. It is not a loud star,
but it quietly helps turn small fragments of life back into food for the waterside world.
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Its body is almost transparent, crossed by dark speckles and thin lines. Depending on light, bottom color, and the

shadow of plants, it may look greenish, brownish, or nearly clear. The little marks are more than decoration; they help
break up the outline of a tiny animal moving through plants and dim water.
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Many shrimp relatives pass through a tiny larval stage in water close to the sea. Minami numaebi completes its life in
freshwater, and the young hatch looking like miniature adults. The female carries eggs under her abdomen and fans
them with fresh water, holding the next generation close beneath her small body.
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The name Minami numaebi suggests a small shrimp of southern marshes and quiet pools. Native populations have long

been tied to freshwater habitats in western Japan, from Honshu to Shikoku and Kyushu. Lakes, ponds, slow river
pockets, and irrigation channels are folded into the name like a hidden map of everyday watersides.
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In aquarium culture, Minami numaebi is a familiar little shrimp seen walking among aquatic plants. Yet animals called by

this name in shops or in the wild may include close relatives from overseas, or mixed lineages. Because these differences
are hard to see at a glance, this tiny shrimp reminds us that even familiar creatures carry local histories worth noticing.
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