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Danio margaritatus / Celestial Pearl Danio / Galaxy Rasbora
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Danio margaritatus (Roberts, 2007)
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The pale spots are more than decoration; they are the clue behind its names. The Japanese trade name
HANABI evokes fireworks opening against a dark sky. The English name Celestial Pearl Danio carries a
similar image of tiny pearls in the heavens, showing how people in different places noticed the same
starry beauty.
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Its red-and-black fins act like bright signals on a very small body. Close relatives among danios can carry
stripes, bars, or spots, and the pearl pattern of this fish makes that diversity easy to feel at a glance.
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The Hopong area, known as the home of this fish, lies in the uplands of Shan State in eastern Myanmar.
The species was described from shallow spring-fed ponds near the foot of hills at about 1,040 meters
above sea level. The water was clear, sometimes only about 30 centimeters deep, with dense growths of
fine aquatic plants.

ddoooouooobbbbbooooooouououoobobobooonon
ddooooooobbbbbtooooooooouooobobboonon
2ZemUigdoooboodoooooboobboduoooboooboooan

This is not a fish of a vast lake or a wide river, but of a landscape made from small wetlands. Springs in
open grassland, tiny loaches, and even a small snakehead living nearby all belong to the scene. In a body
only about two centimeters long, a whole local environment is reflected.
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The fish appeared in the international aquarium world around 2006. At first it was called Galaxy Rasbora
or Microrasbora sp. Galaxy, and its true relationships were still being discussed. In 2007 it was formally
described as Celestichthys margaritatus, a new genus and species.
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Later work on its body structure and genetic information supported placing it in the genus Danio, giving it
the current scientific name Danio margaritatus. Trade names such as Microrasbora and Galaxy are not just
old mistakes; they are traces of the period when the fish was being discovered, checked, and renamed.
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Around the world, this tiny freshwater fish is known less as a food fish than as an aquarium fish. Soon
after its discovery, intense demand raised concern among researchers that wild fish might be collected
too heavily. When a beautiful small species spreads across the world, the land it comes from and the
limits of its population matter too.
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At the same time, captive-bred fish became more widely available. When people can share the species
without depending only on wild collection, appreciation can also help reduce pressure on its habitat. It
remains listed as Data Deficient by the IUCN, so recognizing what is still unknown is part of understanding

this fish.
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Microrasbora HANABI carries more than color in its two-centimeter body: spring wetlands, a journey of
names, aquarium culture, and a question about how we look at living things. Each bright spot points
beyond the fish itself, toward upland waters far away and the many lives connected to them.
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