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Quick Label

e 754> R4 —7 « 7 k5 /Blind Cave Tetra

F4 Astyanax mexicanus (GAEZ! / cave form)

[REHD X ¥ JALEZBDEREKZ / cave waters of northeastern Mexico
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BAZER #12cm (Br LT?D:EER) /about 12 cm total length
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A body shaped by darkness
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Blind cave tetras are not simply fish with no story of eyes. Early in development, the eye program begins, but in the
cave form it stops progressing; the eye area is later covered by skin and becomes difficult to see from outside.
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Its color tells the same dark-water story. In underground places without light, bright signals and camouflage
matter less. The body looks white to pale pink, with a soft reddish glow showing through from within.
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Reading water without sight

CDfEIE. BULKOARTEER DD LA SECDITTIEHD FEA. FOHEICIE.
KORNPEDELZRERLZHNEREDRHD X9, A< DA, IFHDE. BAHKWT
fECIKkOpND, RXBVWHIRIDL S IEHD T,

This fish does not simply crash through darkness. Along its sides is a sensitive system that feels tiny changes in

water movement and pressure. Rocks, other fish, and the ripples of its own swimming become a kind of invisible
map.
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Smell and taste also become important clues in the dark. Instead of building its world mainly with sight, the blind
cave tetra connects movement, scent, and touch-like signals to understand the space around it.
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Home in Mexican cave waters

TSAVRT—7 « T hZlE. XF2H 2T b Z Astyanax mexicanus DFER LT
MonFd, MEICIFEAZWVICPRICTE. BOHBIMRELWLWE T, BLEOHI.
FOHRCEEOHANTLATVNS L ARSI AT,

The blind cave tetra is known as a cave form of the Mexican tetra, Astyanax mexicanus. Relatives of the same

species also live in brighter rivers and springs with eyes. Its charm is that one species carries both a light-world
form and a dark-world form.
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The cave form has been recorded from limestone regions of northeastern Mexico. Underground waterways are not

wide oceans; they are limited, dark spaces. Ancestors that entered different caves are thought to have changed in
similar ways, again and again.
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Names and connections with people
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The name “blind cave tetra” says almost exactly what people notice first: reduced eyes and a life tied to caves. The

scientific name Astyanax comes from a figure in Greek mythology. In one small pale fish, cave darkness and an old
story meet.
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As an aquarium fish, it is one of the tetras known for an unusual appearance. It is familiar through commercial

trade, yet it is also important to scientists who study eye loss, sleep, and behavior. Behind its strange look is a long
story of life changing with its environment.
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