oo og

Hyphessobrycon amandae

oo

oo

ooO

good

goog

ododoooooooooooooon

Hyphessobrycon amandae Géry & Uj, 1987
dooooooooooooo
Oddodoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooan

0z2o0cmbOdoognO

gooooooon

gobbboooobbboooobbbboooobobbbooooobbbooon
gobobboogoboboooobbbooooobobooooobbbooon
goobboogobooboooobobbooooobobbooooobobboooon

HRN

The ember tetra is a tiny South American freshwater fish with a warm orange-red glow. In dim
water and among plants, it can look like a small spark slipping through the shadows. It is not a
large fish, but its color and movement can change the whole mood of the scene.
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a name with a human memory inside
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The species name amandae honors Amanda Bleher. In fish names, a river, a color, or a person
can remain as a clue to how the animal became known. Hidden in the name of the ember tetra

is @ human story, a story of people who brought a tiny fish from a distant river into the wider
world.
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In English, it is often called the ember tetra. An ember is not a roaring flame, but a small glow
that remains in the dark. That quiet orange-red light is very close to the feeling this fish gives.
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Its native range is the Araguaia River basin, a broad river world in central Brazil. The Rio das
Mortes in Mato Grosso is remembered in the first description of the species. For a fish this
small, a river is more than moving water. It is a patchwork of plants, roots, sand, and sunken
leaves.
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This fish is known for moving in groups through the middle layers of the water. Its charm
appears when several red points turn together, rather than when one individual stands alone.

Because the body is so small, gaps between plants and flickers of light become a whole
landscape.
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In its relationship with people, the ember tetra became known as a small red ornamental fish.
Its body color stands out against green plants and dark backgrounds, so it has become familiar
in aquarium culture that tries to create natural-looking underwater scenes.
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In the ornamental fish world, it may also appear as ember tetra or red tetra. The names differ,

but the appeal is the same. It does not dominate the scene. It glows from within it, and the
movement of the group gives the space a quiet rhythm.
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Even a fish only about two centimeters long can carry the name of a river, the name of a
person, the name of a color, and the time people have spent looking closely at it. The tiny body

in front of us is not just beautiful. It is evidence of a form and color born in a distant waterway
and carried by human curiosity.
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When we look at a fish, color and movement catch us first. Then we start asking where it came
from, why it looks this way, and who gave it its name. At that moment, a single fish becomes a
small world. The ember tetra is a bright spark at that doorway.
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