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Trichopsis pumila

Sparkling Gourami / Pygmy Gourami
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Pygmy Gourami / Sparkling Gourami

Trichopsis pumila (Arnold, 1936)
Trichopsis pumila (Arnold, 1936)
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Lowland freshwaters of Southeast Asia
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Dark side stripe, fine iridescence, blue-looking eyes

#4cm

About 4 cm
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A quiet presence in a tiny fish

At first glance it may seem modest. Then the light shifts, and tiny blue, green, and reddish sparks appear along its
body. The Pygmy Gourami is not a fish that demands attention by rushing about; it rewards a slow, careful look.
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Light on a miniature body
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What the names suggest

“Pygmy” points to its tiny size, while “Sparkling Gourami” captures the fine points of light
scattered around the dark side stripe. Its beauty is not loud or solidly colored; it is the kind that
flashes like a small star in the shadow of plants.

MEREDRETS

FIdH<. BOFDDIBEHSTRIBZIUABDET, HUPLOU
N, BONICIENS BEDLT. BEICL>TEAEDD £F, NSHIE
IS HEBILEDHZLODBTREDESB L BAEL>TVET,

Details worth noticing

The body is slim, and the eye can appear ringed with blue. Fine spots line the fins and shift in color
with the viewing angle. In this small body, light has many places to land.
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A still world beneath plants
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Landscape of its native waters

Its home is the lowland freshwater world of Southeast Asia: slow waters, small ponds, ditches,
and wetlands. Floating plants spread across the surface, and vegetation gathers along the edges.
In shaded, gentle water, the fish’s fine shimmer stands out.
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A fish that can use air

Like other labyrinth fishes, it can make use of air at the surface as well as oxygen in the water. This
is an adaptation to warm, still waters where oxygen can become low. Tiny as it is, the fish carries a
strong solution to a difficult habitat.
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A fish that signals with sound

INEBIVYIE

FUOTREDREIF. BUONDELICHZHRAE T LEFEL. FULW/NILR
DEOIBEFZHIELTHSNTVWE T, EJI—TJFI—DBFIRRKREIRE
TETIFARL BHOABRBATHIER I 77Uy 78, BV I037SEW
8FTY

Tiny clicking signals

Fishes of the genus Trichopsis are known for producing short pulsed sounds with muscles and

tendons near the pectoral fins. In the Pygmy Gourami, the sound is not a loud call. Itis closer to a
faint click or soft croak that can be noticed only in a quiet moment.
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Sound means another fish is there

These sounds are linked to encounters with other fish, such as territorial displays and social
signals. Research has shown that females as well as males can produce sounds. This small fish
communicates not only with color and posture, but also with sound.
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A small star in aquarium culture
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Why people notice it

The Pygmy Gourami is a well-known small gourami in the aquarium world. Its appeal is not the
power of a large fish, but the way it moves slowly among plants and releases color when the light
catches it. It invites people to look at fish more slowly.
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Names in circulation

In shops and field guides, it may appear as Pygmy Gourami, Sparkling Gourami, or by Japanese
versions of those names. Having several names is part of its story: a tiny Southeast Asian fish that
has become familiar to people across languages.
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Rivers and wetlands behind a name
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A clue called a scientific name

Its scientific name is Trichopsis pumila, now placed in the gourami family Osphronemidae. Older
records used a different genus name before the species was organized under its current name.
Behind one name are specimens, river records, and many later checks by researchers.
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Small does not mean simple

It reaches only about 4 cm, yet within that size are shimmering skin, air-breathing ability, sound
signals, and a connection to the quiet waters of Southeast Asia. Looking at a small fish is not
looking at a small world; it is finding an entrance to a much larger one.
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