Neon tetra / Paracheirodon innesi

- p—

e
oo 000000 7/ Neon tetra
oo Paracheirodon innesi (Myers, 1936)
noo goboougooooooood
oooo O000000o0oo00ooooooooooood
oooo 03-4cmO000000002.5cmO

A\

AquaCryptl [



Joogtdod

bbb bbuooobobuoooobbooa
innesil 00000000 O0OO0OODODOO0OOOOOOOODOOTOOOOO
bbb uooobobuooobbooa
guoboobodooobuoooboboaod

The name neon tetra points to the bright blue line along its side. Its scientific name also
remembers William T. Innes, an American publisher who helped popularize aquarium fish. In one
tiny fish, the name carries both the dark waterways of Amazonia and the human surprise at seeing
such a vivid glow.
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The blue stripe is not simply blue pigment. Reflective cells in the skin contain tiny layered
structures that bounce light back, so the color can shift with angle and brightness. What looks like
a painted line is closer to a living optical device, a small mirror system hidden inside the skin.
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The species comes from small tributaries connected to the Solimé es River in the Amazon region.
Some waters are tea-colored blackwater and others are clearer streams, but both can be dim
under leaves, roots, and forest shade. Seen this way, the neon tetra is not just a colorful fish. It is
a fish whose light makes sense in shadow.
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Neon tetras are not bright just to stand alone. In the wild they feed on small insects, crustaceans,
and other tiny foods, and they move with others of their kind. A slim body, clear fins, and a red
band that begins halfway back make a fish that can flash for a moment in a group, then blend back
into the dim water.
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The neon tetra is known around the world mainly as an aquarium fish rather than as food. Many are
now farm-produced, and places such as Indonesia have developed production around the species.
Because it is small, bright, and often compared with the cardinal tetra, it has become a gateway
fish: a familiar species that can lead people to notice details, differences, and the wider diversity of
freshwater life.
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