Cherry Barb
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A red spark from shaded forest streams
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The cherry barb comes from the wet forests of southwestern Sri Lanka. It is not a fish of
broad, bright rivers, but of shallow shaded streams and narrow rivulets. Mud and fallen leaves
gather on the bottom, and the water moves slowly. In that dim green-brown world, a small
red fish becomes part of the forest itself.
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Color that speaks without sound
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The word "cherry" points to its ripe red color. Mature males can become a much deeper red
across the body. That color is not only beautiful to human eyes; studies suggest it can also
matter when these fish choose partners or face rivals. Without making a sound, the cherry

barb lets color do some of the talking.
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A scientific name with a place inside it
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Puntius Rohanella
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For many years, the scientific name was widely written as Puntius titteya. Recent taxonomic
work now places it in Rohanella, a name honoring contributions to the study of Sri Lankan
freshwater fishes. The species name titteya comes from a local Sinhala name. Even in a tiny
fish's name, the memory of a place and its people can remain.
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A familiar fish with a fragile homeland
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In human culture, the cherry barb is known far more as an ornamental fish than as food. It

may look familiar in the aquarium trade, yet in the wild it began as a species tied to limited
river basins in Sri Lanka. The global Red List assesses it as Vulnerable. The more familiar an
animal seems, the more surprising its homeland can be.
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