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Zebrafish / Zebra danio
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STRIPES THAT TURN INTO MOTION
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The names zebrafish and zebra danio come from the narrow stripes along the body.
These blue-toned lines run from behind the head toward the tail, and when a group
turns together, the stripes seem to slide through the water like moving threads.
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A SMALL FRESHWATER RELATIVE OF CARPS
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Zebrafish are small freshwater relatives of carps and minnows. Their bodies are slim
and streamlined, with tiny barbels near the mouth. They are not large fish, but their
quick turns make the striped pattern stand out even more.
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FLOODPLAINS, DITCHES AND QUIET EDGES
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In the wild, zebrafish are often found not in the strongest current of a large river, but in
shallow places where water moves slowly. Canals, ponds, ditches and floodplain edges
give a small fish places to search for food and slip among plants or shaded banks.
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MONSOON WATER AND RICE-FIELD EDGES
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Across parts of South Asia, the rainy season can redraw the edges of water. Small
pools, ditches and channels may connect for a time, creating a shifting world. Rice

fields and irrigation channels made by people have also become part of the watery
landscape this fish can use.
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AQUARIUM FISH, TRADE FISH, RESEARCH FISH
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Zebrafish are known less as food fish and more as aquarium and research fish. In the
aquarium world, they are also called zebra danios, and their small size, lively
swimming and clear stripes helped them travel widely around the world.
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THE HUMAN FOOTPRINT IN A FISH'S RANGE
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Aquarium fish that move through trade can travel far from their native range. Zebrafish
have been recorded outside their original region in connection with fish farming, trade,
escape or release. The movements of this small fish also trace the movements of
human society.
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A TINY FISH USED TO WATCH LIFE UNFOLD
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One reason zebrafish matter in research is that their embryos are transparent and
develop outside the mother. The change from egg to larva happens quickly, making it
easier to watch the early steps of life forming from the outside.

AquaCryptE1&



% t*u\nﬁhwﬁ‘l\r‘

FAMILIAR, YET REMARKABLE

BYOT7HhLHMREXT

YIS 70viald. BERELTH. MEEZZIZ3EETYPELT
BHSNTUVET, LEFEHRO/NESHRED. @727 DERLKD.
HROBHAERXIL. L TERDLL HAZHFARNBIAEELXTDOARL
TW3, EDLMNDE. CORRBSTIIOYEETT,

Zebrafish are known both as aquarium fish and as animals that support scientific
research. A small striped fish connects shallow waters of South Asia, global aquarium
culture and laboratories studying how life works. That wide reach is part of what
makes this species so remarkable.
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