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Scarlet Gem Badis / Scarlet Badis

Dario dario
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Why it looks like a living scarlet gem
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The name Scarlet Gem grew from the look of a tiny red jewel. Mature males carry dark
bars across the body, with red and bluish flashes between them. Small fish are often easy
to miss, but this one is different. Because the body is so small, every stripe seems packed
tightly together, and a simple turn can make the fish sparkle.
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A fish from shallow green waters
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Its home is in waters connected to the Brahmaputra River in north-eastern India. Records
describe not the rushing middle of a great river, but clear shallow streams only a few
meters wide and less than a meter deep in the dry season. Sand, fine gravel and thick
aquatic plants fill the habitat. Scarlet Badis is a tiny freshwater fish that moves quietly
through that green cover.
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A scientific name with a local echo
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The scientific name Dario dario carries a story of changing knowledge. In a 2002 revision
of the badid fishes, the genus Dario was recognized for these miniature relatives. The

word Dario is linked to Darhi, a Bengali name used for this fish. In the scientific name, a
local word from its homeland quietly remains.
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A tiny fish in ornamental fish culture
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In human culture, Scarlet Badis is known as a tiny ornamental fish. It is not a fish that
wins attention by constant movement; it appears from plant shadows like a small red
light. Brightly colored males stand out in the aquarium trade, helping the jewel-like
name spread. Its popularity shows how a very small fish can change what people notice
inan aquarium.
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