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Golden Barb

Barbodes semifasciolatus
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Barbodes semifasciolatus (Gu nther, 1868)

gboobobooobooboooboooboobooobooboon

gboooboooobooboooogobooboonoobo

O7v.6cmbdnog

AquaCryptd O



DDDDDDDDDDDD

A SELECTED GOLD, NOT ALBINISM
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The Golden Barb is not simply an albino fish. Its dark eyes and dark marks remain, showing that black
pigment is still part of the pattern. Over time, people selected fish whose yellow and reddish tones stood
out, creating the golden strain. Look closely and the color is layered: red along the lower body, green

near the back, and a metallic glow across the scales.
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NAMES THAT CARRY TAXONOMIC HISTORY
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Its scientific name is Barbodes semifasciolatus, but older books and shop labels may show names such
as Barbus or Puntius. That is because small Asian carp relatives have been reorganized by taxonomists
over time. Schuberti Barb is a trade name, not a formal scientific name. The fish carries two histories at
once: the history of classification, and the familiar names used by people.
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A FISH WITH A RIVER BACKGROUND
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The wild-type lineage is recorded from freshwater areas of southern China, the Red River region toward
Vietnam, Hainan, Taiwan, and nearby waters. In Hong Kong, it is introduced as a familiar fish of shallow
streams, reservoirs, and ponds near flowing water. Behind the golden aquarium form is a river scene:
shallow water, stones, plants, and small fish moving together with the current.
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A GOLDEN FORM SHARED BY PEOPLE
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The wild species is recorded as a local freshwater fish, but the golden form spread around the world
mainly through aquarium culture. Its active body and bright color made it memorable, and captive-bred
fish became widely traded. At the same time, ornamental fish that escape into new places can change
local ecosystems. Even a small, shining fish can carry a large story about the connection between
people and nature.
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