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Pygmy corydoras / the tiny armored catfish
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A small fish carrying the story of a vast river system.
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The stripe, the armor, and the way it moves
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From the side, a dark stripe runs almost straight from behind the eye toward the tail. Against the pale silver body, that line makes a fish

only a few centimeters long look like a clean shadow in the water. Its tiny barbels are not decoration; they are sensitive feelers that help
the fish read its surroundings.
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It may look delicate, but rows of bony plates cover the body. That armor is part of what makes corydoradine catfishes so distinctive.

While many relatives stay close to the bottom, the pygmy corydoras is famous in the aquarium world for drifting upward in loose
groups and using more of the water column.
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A familiar name, a changing scientific map
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Corydoras pygmaeus > Gastrodermus pygmaeus

Knaack, 1966
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For a long time this species was known as Corydoras pygmaeus, and that name is still deeply familiar in the aquarium hobby. Recent

research reorganized the corydoradine catfishes into several genera, placing this species in Gastrodermus. The label changed, but the
fish did not; the new name simply reflects a clearer scientific map.
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The word pygmaeus points to something very small. Since the species was described in 1966, its miniature size has been central to how

people recognize it. Being tiny does not make it less remarkable; it makes the dark stripe, the group movement, and the fine details
easier to appreciate.
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From the Madeira River to aquarium culture

Amazon basin / Madeira River
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The Madeira River basin, often listed as this fish's home range, is one of the great branches of the Amazon system. Seasonal flooding

can connect rivers, tributaries, lakes, and forest edges, creating more pathways for aquatic life. A fish only a few centimeters long may
not look like the star of a giant river, but it quietly represents the richness of Amazonian waters.
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In aquarium culture, the pygmy corydoras is not loved because it is flashy. Its appeal is quieter: tiny bodies gathering in the same
direction, then gently loosening again. As it spread through the hobby, it became an entry point for discovering corydoradine catfishes.
It reminds us that the water world is not represented only by large or brightly colored fish.
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