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Clown Killifish / Banded Panchax / Rocket Panchax
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Sk Epiplatys annulatus (Boulenger, 1915)

R B77UNDOFZF. SISLAR U

EofHE KWMERICKWEREWEE. 7 XISEBUNICHK - & -
HEahrt s,

BALE %94 cm

AquaCryptB{&



EVED.
INSEBEFEZRI<CRES

L &3, RPICBHICASZ 1>

IETST4RT72a5—XRADMEICIF, HWHBZXYID LS ICK
WEUVWEDPAD £9, NEIBRARBDIC. LEBRFROENFTKEDED
FTHEHIBMNIF>ETDERZF T, FHD Tannulatusy 1F BwEPHFDH B
BRI TTVEBICHRL. CORDVWEIFABIDHMELCERD X
ER

Bold dark bands cut across the pale body of Epiplatys annulatus. Although the fish is tiny, the pattern
makes its outline stand out among stems and shadows. The name annulatus comes from a Latin word
used for ringed or banded formes, a fitting clue to the mark you notice first.
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Mature males can show red, yellow, and blue highlights spreading through the tail fin like fine rays. In

the aquarium world, names such as Clown Killifish and Rocket Panchax point to a costume-bright tail
and a spark of color like a small flame in dark water.
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This fish comes from the coastal lowlands of West Africa, across Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. It
has been recorded from coastal swamps and shallow waters, places where plants, shadows, and quiet
edges matter. Its colors may be bright, but its background is a landscape of still margins and dark

water.
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A scientific name can feel like a distant label, but the trail leads to real places. The original material is

linked to an area probably near Maka at the mouth of the Moa River in Sierra Leone. Behind the
stripes of this small fish are wetlands, rivers, and coastal forests of West Africa.
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This is not a fish built for rushing through open water. It is shaped for moving just below the surface
or through shallow edges. Its slim body and slightly upward-facing mouth suit a life of watching the
world above the water, while the dark bands may help break up its outline among plant shadows.
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Some killifish are tied to temporary pools, surviving dry months as eggs. Epiplatys annulatus is
considered a non-annual killifish, so its story is not limited to a single season of water. In its small body
is the rhythm of a fish from wetland edges where water can remain part of the landscape.
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The species was described in 1915 from material from Sierra Leone. It was first published as
Haplochilus annulatus, then passed through several genus names before Epiplatys annulatus became
the valid name in current use. A scientific name may look like a quiet label, but behind it are years of

collecting, comparing, and arranging knowledge.
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This is not known as an important food fish; its human story is mainly in the aquarium trade and in
the culture of looking closely at living color and form. A fish only a few centimeters long became

widely known because its bands and tail colors make people pause, look again, and want to know
more.
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