Carinotetraodon travancoricus
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The pea puffer is one of the tiniest members of the pufferfish family. Its body may be no
larger than a fingertip, yet it carries the round belly, dark spots and alert eyes that make
puffers so recognizable. As it moves slowly among plants, it seems to read the space
around it with quiet curiosity.
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The ending travancoricus points back to Travancore, the region connected with the fish's
first scientific record. From the waters of southern India, this little puffer came to be
known by several names: Malabar pufferfish, pea puffer and dwarf pufferfish. In Japan,
the name Abeni puffer became a familiar trade name, carrying the charm of a fish as
small as a pea.
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Its home lies around the Western Ghats of southwest India, in rivers, wetlands and quiet
plant-filled waters. These are not only broad rushing rivers; many are shallow, green, and
full of small spaces that change with the season. In such a world, a tiny rounded body is
not a weakness but a useful shape for slipping through leaves and searching carefully for
SEUR VA

AquaCryptd O



JOooooboonn

Joodooobodoodooboodoooodoouod
Jo0o0doooodoodooboodoooodoogod
oot ouoboooooood
Jodotuooooootobotdououoboooooood
oottt tobotdbogtobotbooubod
[]

Its yellow-brown body is scattered with dark blotches, and each fish carries the pattern a
little differently. Under changing light, the body can flash with a golden tone. Among
moving plant shadows, the spots can make the outline of the body feel less clear. It is a
quiet design for a tiny fish living in a much larger world.
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The pea puffer is known to people mainly as an aquarium fish rather than as food. Its tiny
size, expressive eyes and individual behaviour helped it travel through the international
ornamental-fish world. At the same time, changes to its native waters and collection
pressure have raised concern for wild populations. Behind its cuteness is a longer story
connecting rivers, trade and human curiosity.
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Researchers are still learning how this species grows and reproduces. It lays very small
numbers of tiny eggs at a time, and the newly hatched young already carry the beginning
of a puffer's shape. The more we learn, the more this few-centimetre fish reveals a rich
life history. Meeting a pea puffer can become an opening to notice the diversity of life in
distant freshwater habitats.
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