WHITE CLOUD MOUNTAIN MINNOW

Tanichthys albonubes
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Akahire / White Cloud Mountain Minnow

Tanichthys albonubes
Tanichthys albonubes
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South China to northern Viet Nam
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Bright side stripe and red patch at the tail base

04.0cm

About 4.0 cm total length
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FROM THE MOUNTAIN OF WHITE CLOUDS
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Its English name points back to White Cloud Mountain in Guangdong, China. The scientific name also keeps a
human story: Tanichthys honors Tan Kam Fei, who brought the fish to scientific attention, while albonubes means
“white cloud.”
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The fish is linked to clear, slow-moving streams with thick aquatic plants rather than roaring rapids. Its slim body
slips through vegetation, and when light catches the side stripe, the fish seems to flash like a tiny moving thread.
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A RED TAIL AND A LIVING LINE
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The Japanese name Akahire means “red fin,” and the red around the tail is the first clue. Look longer, and another
feature appears: a bright pale-to-gold stripe along the body, edged by darker lines that make the tiny fish look sharp
and alert.
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At about four centimeters at most, it is small enough to disappear at a glance. But a group changes the scene: the
stripes align, separate, and align again, turning the fish into a quiet chain of moving light.
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FAMILIAR WORLDWIDE, RARE AT HOME
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This species is known mainly through aquarium culture rather than as a food fish. It spread widely as a small
ornamental fish, once nicknamed the “working man’s neon” because its shining stripe offered a similar sparkle at a
more accessible price.
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Its fame in human hands hides a more fragile story in nature. For years, wild records vanished and scientists feared
the fish had disappeared from its native waters. Some populations were later found again, but the wild fish still
depends on scattered, vulnerable streams.
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SIMILAR AT FIRST GLANCE, DIFFERENT IN HISTORY
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Recent genetic studies show that fishes once treated as one familiar “White Cloud” group can contain deeply

separated lineages. Different streams and mountains may have kept them apart for long enough that their histories
diverged while their appearances stayed deceptively alike.
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The red tail and bright stripe help us recognize the fish. Beyond them are White Cloud Mountain, planted streams,
the human history of ornamental fishes, and the challenge of protecting native waters. A small fish is never only a
small world.
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